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First Hebrew Books. Ill 

cerned, it may be eternal. God is timeless — so far as the manifestation 
of the fact is concerned, it might be in the theophanies of the Old Testa- 
ment, or in the incarnation of the New Testament, crowned as was the 
latter, by the undeniable proof of His resurrection. 

The verse therefore, by its historical setting, by its historical fulfill- 
ment, by its connection, and by peculiarity of language may be justly 
considered prophetically Messianic. 



FIRST HEBREW BOOKS. 

By Rabbi B. Felsenthal. 



In the last number of The Hebrew Student there appeared under 
the above caption a short article which contains several inaccuracies. It 
is not correct that in Mantua the first Hebrew book was printed. Two 
other Italian cities can claim the honor of having had in their midst He- 
brew printing establishments before Mantua had one, viz: Reggio, in 
Calabria, and Pieve di Sacco, in upper Italy. The earliest date in any 
printed Hebrew book is to be found in Bashi's Commentary to the Pen- 
tateuch, printed in Reggio, and finished, according to an epigraph therein, 
February 17, 1475. In the same year there was printed in Pieve di 
Saeco Jacob ben Asher's Arba'ah Turim, in 4 vols. It was finished 
July 3, 1475. But being bulky and voluminous, the work thereon must 
have been begun before 1475. 

In the next year, in 1476, Abraham Kunat commenced to print 
Hebrew in Mantua, and soon thereafter other Hebrew printing estab- 
lishments were called into existence in several other Italian cities. These 
presses were all very active, and about one hundred various works are 
known to have been issued from them between 1475 and 1500. Of these 
incunabulae we shall only enumerate here the biblical books and bibli- 
cal commentaries, and we shall omit all others belonging to the provinces 
of law, philosophy, poetry, ritual, etc. 

In Mantua, 1476, Ratbag's (Levi ben Gerson's) Commentary on 
the Pentateuch. 

In Ferrara, 1477, Ralbag's Commentary on Job. 

In Bologna, 1482, Pentateuch, with Onkelos Targum, and Rashi. 

Ibidem, 1483, the five M'gilloth with Rashi. 
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Sine loco, but dated August 29, 1477, appeared an edition of the 
Psalms with Commentary of David Qimhhi. 

ISine loco et anno, lint before 1480, tbere where published: 

Commentary of K~ahh man ides and Bashi on the Pentateuch. 

Commentaries of Ralbag on Daniel. 

Psalms, two different editions. 

In Soncino, 1485. the Earlier Prophets, with D. Qimhhi. 

Ibid, 1486, tlie Later Prophets, with D. Qimhhi. 

Ibid, 1487, Bashi on the Pentateuch. 

Ibid, 1488, the whole Hebrew Bible. 

In Brescia, 1482, the Pentateuch with the five M'gilloth. 

1493, the same. 

1493, the Psalms. 

1494, the whole Hebrew Bible. 

In Naples, 14^ v 6, Job and the other books following in the Hebrew 
Bible, with commentary. 

1486, Proverbs, with Immanuel's commentary. 

1487, Psalms, with Qimhhi. 

1488, Aben Ezra's commentary on the Pentateuch. 
1490, Nahhmanides commentary on same. 

1490, Psalms, Proverbs, and Job, in one volume. 

1491, Pentateuch with commentary. 
1491, the whole Bible. 

We now turn our eyes to another country, to the Pyrensean penin- 
sula, in which also at an early date Hebrew printing presses had been 
erected, that were noble co-laborers in a noble work. Alas ! Too soon 
did religious, or rather irreligious fanaticism totally exterminate these 
young promising Hebrew institutions in Spain and in Portugal. But let 
us proceed. 

In Ixar, 1490, Pentateuch, with Onkelos and Bashi. 
Sine loco et anno, but between 1490 and 1495, the Pentateuch with 
M'gilloth and llat'taroth. 

In Lisbon, 1489, Nahhmanides on the Pentateuch. 

1491, Pentateuch with Onkelos and Bnshi. 

1492, Isaiah and Jeremiah, with Qimhhi. 

1492, Proverbs, with commentary by David Ibn Tahhya. 

In Leiria, 1492, Proverbs, with Targum, and two commentaries. 

1494, the Earlier Prophets, with Targum, Balbag, and Qimhhi. 

We intended to enumerate only publications prior to 1500, and 
therefore stop here. Any one desirous of learning more concerning the 
Annals of Hebrew Typography, we must refer to the Bibliographical 
works of G. B. de Bossi, L. Zunz, and M. Steinschneider. 



